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VALUE OF UNIVERSALISM. 


Every candid and judicious person will ad- 
mit, that any system of religion is valuable in 
proportion to its salutary effect on the mind.— 
And farther, no candid man will deny the fact, 
that any given doctrine wi!l have a salutary ef- 
fect on the mind in proportion to the certainty 
of punishment which it holds ap to the sinner, 
and of reward to the righteous. These facts 
béing admitted, we afe prepared to judge of the 
relative value of all religions. 

The docirine which teaches us that all men 
will be saved from sin, has been considered 
worse than none, because many ignorant per- 
sons have, without examination, taken for gran- 
ted what their preachers have told them, and 
have hastily and inconsiderately concluded that 
such doctrine takes away the fear of punishment 
and the hope of reward. But, that such an o- 
pinion is correct we are ready to declare, and 
as ready to maintain. Were it a truth that u- 
niversalism teaches any such thing we would be 
among the first to renounce it; and we should 
be thankful for some assurance that the believers 
in endless misery are as ready to renounce their 
creed if it cou!d be demonstrated that it involves 
the same conclusions that are palmed upon ours, 
as we are to stand or fall with the pfemises a- 
bove laid down. 

Every well-instructed universalist knows, 
thaf his faith teaches him, that every man will 
be rewarded accordiag to his works, and that 
God will by no means clear the guilty. It is 
true we do not believe, that mankind deserve, 
or will receive endless punishment; for that 
would be incompatible with diviné justice and 
mercy : but it is equally true, that the punish- 
ment which we do deserve, will most assuredly 
be inflicted. ‘This conclusion necessarily fol- 


lows from our sentiments; for Jaying aside the 
doctrine,of a vicarious sacrifice, as well as the 
notion of substitution, it follows, that there is no 
escape from the penalty incurred, let uch pen- 


doctrine, and will doubtless eventually consti- 
tute the principal theme of preachers of our faith 
and writers on this subject. Jt is in reality but 
a small part of our doctrine, as distinguished 
from others, that all men shall be saved—our 
doctrine, is that, which teaches the certainty of 
punishment, as well the glorious truth, that such 
punishment is a mediatorial work, founded on 
mercy. And to disjoint our system of faith, by 
adopting the former and rejecting the latter 
proposition, is highly improper. Hence, it may 
as well be said to teach universal punishment, 
as universal deliverence from sin; and both i- 
deas should always be closely associated. It is 
true that many, on their first rejection of ortho- 
doxy and its train of incongrvities, overleap alt 

bounds and catch at the bright side of the sub- 

ject without a due consideration of the whole 

matter; but such only ‘sce men as trees walk- 

ing,” and are yet in the miry clay of erroft..~ 

vane been taught, that sin and virtue are not 

rewarded in this life; on hearing the glad tid- 

ings of salvation for all people, they too fre- 

quently become nominal believers, without im- 

ploring help for their unbelief. Such are but 
partially emancipated from the curse of error, 

und require yet to be taught, that God will by 

no means clear the guilty. 

These hints will be sufficient to show that u- 
niversalists maintain the absolute certainty of 
the sinner’s punishment; and it als6:being ad- 
mitted on all bands, that the value of any doc- 
trine is to be determined, not by the greatness, 
but, by the certainty of the reward of virtue and 
the punishment of vice which it inculcates, we 
submit our doctrine to the inspection of the rea- 
der, without, for the present, making any at- 
tempt to prove its truth from the scriptures, or 
reason. 

Having made the above statement of Univer- 
salism, we may venture to consider, for a mo- 
ment, its opposite. The doctrine of a partial 
salvation is not only distinguished from ours by 
a denial of the fact, that all men shall be saved 
from their sins, but also, by maintaining the idea 
that there is a way by which mankind may es- 
cape that penalty which all have incurred.— 
This will be evident if we consider a few points 
of doctringgn which all partialistsagree. Their 
whole system is predicated on the supposition, 
that all men by the fall of Adam became liable 
to the wrath and curse of God to all eternity.— 
The salvation of which they speak, and for 
which they contend, is a deliverance frora such 
wrath and curse ; and hence, when viewed as 





ally be what it may. This may be properly 
considered as a distinguishing feature of our 





itis, it appears to be distinguished from Univer- 
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salism by this one peculiar tenet ; viz —that 
there is a way provided whereby mankind may 
be saved from the punishment which they richly 
merit. Hence, the intelligent mind can easily 
discover, that, Limitarians are not contending su 
much for the one article of punishment, (how- 
ever horrible they may consider it) as they are 
for the possibility of an escape from it, through 
the interference of Christ, and his clergymen ! 
If we ask them if they believe it possible for a 
wicked Universalist to be saved from hell, they 
often reply, that there is a possibility of it on 
condition of repentance and faith in their distin- 
guishing doctrines ; plainly implying that even 
“infidels” who live in open violation of * sound 
phinciples,” may by repentance cheat the devil 
out of his fees.and saiely escape the curse of a 
wrathful God ! 

From this it is evident, that Universalism is, 
of the two, the most valuable doctrine 5 inas- 
much as it is distinguished from ali others by 
holding up before the sinner the everlasting 


‘ truth, that virtue and happiness—and vice and 


misery, are inseparably connected. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
AN ALLEGORY. 
A pilgrim journeying over the sands of India 
to visitthe temple of Juggernaut and throw 


himself beneath the wheels of bis car, became | 


excvedingly faint with fatigue and hunger, 
thirst and solicitude. In this condition he sat 
‘down onthe heated earth to rest his weary frame 
and in hope that some traveller might give him 
food, or quench his raging thirst. Though 
sheliered from the blazing san by no tree or | 
cloud, cooled by no breeze, nor refreshed by | 
any green landscape, or sound of murmuring | 
stream, he bore his sufferings with uncomplain- 
ing patience, and onty besought the god to re- 
store his strength, that he might kneel before 
the temple, and give up his life in sacrifice ac- 
cording to his vow. While in this situation, 
fervently imploring his god for aid that he 
might fulfil his solemn engagement, he descries 
an Armenian merchant driving a camel richly ' 
laden with provisions and cordials, but of a kind 
which every Bramin, from natural an acquired 
aversion, would sooner undergo death than 
taste. The Armenian, seeing the misery of the 
poor Hindoo, but fully aware of his constitu- 
tional and religious antipathies, offered him 
food and drink, at the same time conjuring him 
by his love of life and hope of a successful pil- 
grimage to partake of his store with freedom 
and cheerfulness. The Bramin, completely ex- 
hausted with long fasting and toil, and fully cer- 
tain that the Armenian knew his uncontrollable 
abhorrence of his provisions, turned away his 
head in leathing despair, and penetrated with 
the deepest sorrow at this mockery of kindness, 
extended his body on the sand, and died in 
great agony. When the Armenian returned to 


ed the death of the pilgrim, whom he found o, 
the plain, amidst the bones of thousands, who 
had perished on theljourney to the temple, his 
friends arraigned him before a native court with 
the murder of the devotee, because he had with. 
holden the food he could have eaten, and offer. 
ed him that which he could not eat, but whic}, 
caused leathing, nausea, despair, aud a mostex. 
cruciating death. The Armenian, disdaininc 
to conceal or palliate a single fact or circum. 
stance, alleyed in his justification that the Gox 
ofthe Christians acted in the same manner 
when he offered the provisions of the gospel to 
those who were perishing in sin, without remoy. 
ing their aversion to this manna for the soul, 
but awfully embittering their death by this 
show of mercy ; and that as the Missionaries 
had taught us ‘ to imitate God as dear chil. 
dren,’ he had only been striving to be perfect 
as the Christian God. ‘The court allowed tha, 
his plea would avail, if they had been Christians 
but as they meant to be governed by impartial 
justice, they could give it no beating. They 
moreover lamented that a doctrine so full of ip. 
sincerity and barbarism was preached in any 
part of Indostan, and that it might be checked 
in its first stages, they ordered that he should 
burned alive for his most unpardonable inhi- 
manity and falseiuood, and that his ashes should 
be collected aud sent into all the countries of 
the east, in little boxes inscribed, “ the doom 
of those who practise christianity.” 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
SERIOUS FACTS. 








Calcutta and related the incidents which attend- 


The “ Religious Remembrancer,” a “ Pres- 
byterian paper,” published in the city of Phila- 
delphia, has at last come out in an undisguised 
statement of facts ; which, we presume will not 
be disputed by any “ honest” man, who is ac- 
quainted with the people to whom it alludes.— 
Why do not the orthodox papers, in New-Eng- 
land, generally copy that precious article >— 
Ah, perhaps they suspect that too many of their 
readers would exclaim, “ By that saying, thou 
reproachest us also.” 


“ To be plain, (says the Remembrancer) and 
in being so, to prove ourselves lonest, we de- 
sign expressly to expose the criminal defect ot 
church discipline, in permitting notorious kars, 
habitual drunkards, and men of questionable 
honesty, to disgrace the ranks of the followers 
of Christ. 

Some persons may be ready to inquire with 
astonishment, if it be really so, that notorious 
liars and habitual drunkards are permitted to 
lay sacrilegious hands on the emblems of 
Christ’s body and bloédd ?—Would to God that 
lameutable facts did not warrant us in an affir- 
mative answer tosuch inquiry. We are con 
strained, however, to say that things are even 
thus ; and although the conception be painful in 
the extreme to the truly pious, yet as it cannot 
increase the mafignity of a sore to ascertain its 
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actual extent and ravages, it seems, in our esti- 
mation, to be the better course to expose the 
evil of which we complain,and to set it forth 
in itsactual condition. We have in our eye, 
at this moment, certain members in full commu- 
nion with the Presbyterian church in Philadel- 
phia, who are known to the elders appointed to 
rule over them in the Lord, to be in the constant 
practice of uttering absolute falsehoods. These 
have become so habituated to lying, that noth- 
ing they say is regarded as being entitled to any 
credit. In short, their fellow-communicants; 
feel little or no hesitation in pronouncing them 
io be liars, and common fame appropriates to 
them the same character. 

There are otiiers, whose habitual intoxication 
obtrudes itself on the notice of their brethren 
and the public at large.” 





FROM THE BERIAN, 

The following piece of history, written in the 
jast century, includes a salutary caution to all 
the world, to guard against a mercenary priest- 
hood. 


His first ministers and officers, civil and milita- 
ry are doomed by him tothe meanest punish- 
ments, and whipped not only like common 
slaves, but like common felons : nor is this all 
their punishment, at least al! their abasement, 
which to aman of spirit is the worst punish- 


ment. Whilst they are yet marked and mang- 
led with the lash, they run (colonels and cap- 
tains run) and kneel before -their holy sover- 
eign, condemn themselves for having incurred 
his pious displeasure, and humbly kissing his 
revered sleeve, thank him for the fatherly hon- 
or he has done them, in correcting them like 
dogs. 

“So much vassallage is part, and an impor- 
tant article, of their conversiov. They are e- 
ven pleased with their servitude, and care not 
what they do anid suffer here, for the mighty 
treasures of joy and liberty, which are insured 
to them hereefter by the good father ; who 
gives them all that he has to give in the next 
world, and, by way of barter and amends, takes 
all that they have in the present. 

“ The poor Indians cultivate the ground, dig 


The following quotation is taken from one oF eee plough, and reap and sow ; they make 


the Political Discourses upon Sallust the 

Roman historian. It is the fuurth section of 

the discourse, “ Of the Mutability of Gov-} 

ernment.” The passage is extremely curi- 
ous, and I think seasonable. 

* ‘The settlement made by the Jesuits upon 
the river Paraguay ia America, is extremely re- 
markable. ‘These good fathers, every where 
indefatigable in improving their apostelic tel- 
ents, and turning souls into ecclesiastical traffic 
and power, began there, by drawing together 
into one fixed habitation, about fifty families of 
wandering Indians, whom they had persuaded 
to take their word implicitly for whatever they 
told them 3; for this is what they call conversion; 
and is, indeed, the true art of making Catholics, 
who have no other ground for their faith, but 
the assertions of their priests. 

“ From this beginning, and suck encourage- 
ment, the assiduous fathers, ranging the coun- 
try, and dazzling the stupid savages with their 
shining beads, charming them with their pious 
tales and grimaces, their tuneful devotions and 
high professions, made sucha harvest of con- 
verts as to form a commonwealth, or rather an 
empire of souls : for every convert is a subject 
most blindly obedient. 

“‘ The holy fathers, not fifty in number, are 
thus sovereigns of a noble country, larger than | 
some kingdoms, and better peopled. It is di- | 
divided into several large districts, each of them 
governed by a single Jesuit, who is, as it were, 
a provincial prince, but more powerful and re- 
vered, and better obeyed, than any European, 
or even any eastern monarch. His word is not 
only a law, but an oracle ; his nud infers su- 
preme command: he is absolute lord of life and 
death, and property ; may inflict capital pun-| 
ishment for the lightest offence; and is more | 
dreaded, therefore more obeyed, than the Deity. 














tuffs, and other manufactures ; they rear fowls, 
they breed cattle, they carry burdens, and a- 
bor hard above ground, as well as under it, 
where, in sweat and darkness, and in peril of 
perishing, they drudge in the mines. Yet with 
all this industry, they earn nathing, nothing for 
themselves. All their earnings, all the profit 
and advautages appertain not to them, bet sole- 
ly to the good father, their spiritual sovereign, 
who rewards them to the full with what costs 
him nothing,—blessings and masses, and dis- 
tant prospects. Their grain and manufactures 
are all carried into his warehouses, their cattle and 
fow] into his yards, their gold and silver into 
his treasury. They dare not to wear a rag of 
their own spinning, nor taste a grain of their 
own sowing, nor a bit of meat of their own 
feeding, nor touch the metal of their own pro- 
ducing ; nor so much as an egg from the hens 
they rear. They themselves are fed and sub- 
sisted, from day to day, by a limited allow- 
ance, furnished them by the appointment, and 
at the mercy, of their great lord, a small priest. 
“ Yet under all these discouragements, 
(which are to them, who seem to have sacrific- 
ed their feeling, as well as their reason, to the 
sorcery of superstition) they are diligent and 
laborious to the last degree, and vie with one 
another for the high price and distinction be- 
stowed by the father upon such as excell most 
in their work and industry, even the bewitch- 
ing honor of kissing his sleeve. -The second 
commandment in their table of duties, is, to fear 
the Jesuit, and obey him: and the two next 
are much a kin toit, and of the like tendency, 
even, study humanity, and to contemn all 
worldly goods. The precept, of fearing God, 
seems to be prefixed for form, and in policy 
only, since it is impossible there slrould be any 
knowledge of God where the. exercise of rea: 
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son is not known, or permitted ; nor can God | denying friars, who are sworn to poverty, have 
be said to be regarded by those who use the an ardent zeal to secure all these wealthy mines 


itpages of God like beasts. " 


“ Aji these stores and warehouses, so much | 


to themselves for religious uses. 


“These poor, rich, humble, sovereign miss 


gtain, so many manufactures, from so fine, so | sionaries, as they are masters of such immense 
large, and so plentiful a country, abounding in | wealth, all consecrated to their own use, that is, 
mines, in rivers, and meadows full of horses, | to the use of religion, make a proper display of 


and sheep and black cattle, of timber and frdit- | it. 


The churches are spacious, maguificent jn 


trees, of flax and indigo, hemp and cotton, s@- | theit structure, and set off with all pomp and 


gar, drugs, and medicinal herbs, must enable 
these good fathers, who have renounced all 
wealth, and the world itself, to carry on an in- 
finite and most lucrative trade, in which, though 
they have vowed poverty, they are extremely 
active, and consequently, must make that Jasu- 
itical government a most powerful one. It hath 
advantages which no other government ever 
had: and absolute independency upon its peo- 
ple, or their purses; the whole wealth of the 
country in its present possession; the people 
absolutely submissive and resigned to its good 
pleasure, and all its calls; no factions ; not a 
malcontent ; an army of sixty thousand men, 
ail tame and tractable, devoted to blind obedi- 
ence, commanded in chief by a Jesuit, and ob- 
stinately averse to be commanded by any other 
general ; a vastrevenue of many millions ; no 
trouble in taxing, mo titne lost in collecting tax- 
es. i 

* Such a government, whilst it proceeds up- 

en the same principles, is unchangeable. No 
wonder these Jusuits are extremely jealous and 
tender, not only in keeping the poor Indians 
slaves, in ignorance and bigotry, in order to 
keep them slavesto themselves ; but in conceal- 
ing so much empire and wealth from all the 
world, especially from Spain, from whence they 
were sent at the expense of that crown, to con- 
vert the Indians, and make them subjects of the 
Spanish monarchy. The good fathers are so 
far from meaning any such thing, that they net 
only carefully avoid teaching them the Spanish 
tongue, but press it upon them as a conscience, 
not to converse with the Spaniards. If any 
Spaniard happen to come amongst them (a thing 
which the Jesuits are so far from encouraging, 
that they care not to see it) he is indeed civilly 
used, but carefully confined within the walls of 
their holy citadel, the Presbytery; or if, by 
earnest entreaty, he obtain leave to walk through 
the town, he is closely guarded by the Jesuit by 
his side, and sees not an Indian inthe streets ; 
for the Indians are ordered to shut themselves 
up, and ( fasten their doors, upon any such oc- 
casion. 

“ Besides, these vigilant fathers keep five or 
six thousand men, employed in several detach- 
ments, (apostolic troops !) to watch and scour 
the frontiers in order to cut off all intercourse 
with the neighboring countries, not yet subject- 
ed to the good fathers. Towards one of their 
frontiers particularly, lest the rich mines in it 
might invite a settlement from abroad, they 
have destroyed all the horses, in order to dis- 
courage any such settlement. For these self- 











decorations, gran@ porticoes and colonades, rich 
altars, adorned with bas reliefs, pictures jn 
frames of massy gold, and saints of solid silver, 
the foot and sides covered with cloth of gold, 
and the pedestals with plates of gold; the pyz 
or box for the sacrament, of gold, set tound wit); 
emeralds and other jewels; the vessels and 
candlesticks made of gold ; the whole, when 
illuminated, making a show almost beyond be. 
lief. A proper bait fur the eyes of deluded In. 
dians, who, by such fine sights, and the nious 
mountebankry attending them, are retained in 
due awe and wonder ! 

“ The princely person of the puor Jesuit is 
suitably lodged in a spacious palace, containing 
grand apartments, furnished with many pictures 
and images, with proper lodgings for his train of 
officers and domestics ; the quadrangles and 
gardens all ia proportion ; the whole court ma- 
king a square of some miles. Observe, that all 
the many opulent warehouses belonging to the 
holy disinterested man, are contained in it. 

“ Such is the situation, such the state and in- 
imitable authority, of every Jesuit‘in Paraguay. 
There are but forty odd of these movks in all 
that great tract of country, and in it they have 
above a million ef souls, not only to obey them, 
but to worship them ; nor do these, their sight- 
less and abject. slaves, know any other God, for 
where the true God is ever so little known, no 
man will worship friars, who always paint him 
us like themselves, as they themselves are, in 
reality, unlike him.” 

LIBERALITY. 

We extract the following sentence from tht 
“ Christian Inquirer,” which contains precisely 
the sentiment that every religious denomination 
ought to feel, and avow, or relinquish all preten- 
sion to liberality. Reference was made to this, 
in our remarks under the article “ Religious In- . 
surance Company,” published in our last.— 
Speaking of the uncommon efforts for the organ- 
ization of national societies, and their probable 
and obvions tendency to the establishment of a 
national religion, the writer says— 

“It behoves the friends of religious liberty to 
open their eyes to these exertions, and to come 
forward, regardless of minor differences of opiv- 


tion, and unite their efforts to keep alive a spirit 


of free inquiry, and to bring forward, from eve- 
ry part of the union, the strength and talents 0! 
liberal christians, in defence of what we deem 
the cause of God and truth.” 

This is as it should be ; and we hail it as the 
earnest of a new state of things, in the religious 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. — 


357 


— 





condition of community ; especially of those 
who are considered heretics by the more power- 
erful and popular classes of professing christians. 
A joint effort is undoubtedly making by those 
who style themselves orthodox, to put down, by 
the weight ef influence, every minor and rising 
sect ; and particularly such as profess a more 
liberal system of doctrine, and possess a more 
charitable spirit. If, "then, minor differences of 
Opinion have been so far overlooked as to enable 
the different sects of orthodoxy to unite their 
energies in a common cause, surely it is not only 
prop 2s but highly expedient, that reputed her- 
etics, or “Very Name, should unite for common 
defence. Anct can the practicability of such 

4 philosophical christians, be 


union of liberal ane POP" , 

questioned, when we wehotd the quiet amalga- 

mation of interests the most hostile, of passions 
‘ons the most 


the most discordant, and of opim” ", 
unreconcilable ?. When Papists and k),'scopal- 
ians, when Calvinists and Arminians, Anabe,” 
tists and Pedobaptists, can cease to revile, and | 
persecute, and hate one another,—then may 
those whose differences consist rather in names 
than in things, and whose en\arged and compre- 
hensive charity embraces all who bear the chris- 
tian character, learn to respect, and emcourage, 
and admire, and fellowship each other. 

True, there are difficulties to encounter, and } 
obstacles to surmount ; but we have abundant 
evidence that they are not insurmountable ; 
nor need we look for testimony, beyond the sects 
whose politic coalition we are called to contem- 
plate. ‘The antisocial severity of one sect may 


ful advocates for the unity of God, and the avow- 
ed believers in the final salvation of all the hu- 
man race. 

Let the Chrirtian learn, that in every impor- 
tant particular which distinguish either of those 
sects ; in all that appertains to life and moral 
deportment, he is entitled to their unqualified 
fellowship, and to a heart-felt reciprocation of 
their christian and peculiar privileges. Gloom- 
y and comfortless as is the belief of the mental 
and physical annihilation of any part of the hu- 
man race, it is infinitely more consonant with 
every rational and worthy conception of the na- 
ture and designs of the Deity, and more compat- 
ible with the constitution and character of man, 
than the vindictive and cruel doctrine of infinite 
and endless misery. 

Let the Qucker be informed, that every name 
and sect, not embraced in the Trinitarian pha- 
lanx, disbelieves, thut in order to save mankind, 
it was necessary for Jehovah to suffer and die ; 





ur that the pains and miseries of even an infinite 
being, vet innocent of malice, guilt, or crime, 
possess an €flicacy jn satisfying an infinite dis- 
satisfaction, Fendering infinite mercy more kind, 
or illimitable grace more avendani. Ler that 
sober, quiet and industrious people be convin- 
ced, that Divine grace can speak to the heart 
in any language ; that sincerity in,profession 
does not depend on the place or the forms of 
public worship ; and that moral honesty, the 
test of a pure heart,-may consist with any color 
or fashion of dress. 

But let each of these classes particularly, 





be considered u barrier to intimacy with that 
whose cheerful freedom is the very counterpart 
of mopish and scowling hypocrisy ; the literary 
pride of another, the source of perpetual assump- 
tion over those who, though less cultivated, have 
all the ennobling principles and heartfelt chari- 
ties which the liberal spirit of pure and uncor- 
rupt christianity can bestow. That such distinc- 
tions, and many others, exist, is undeniable ; 
but are they greater than those of a similar ghar- 
acter, which have, and do still exist among the 
orthodox sects ? Bat it is supposed that they 
are ignorant of their respective opinions : be it 
so—that ignorayce cannot be greater than still 
exists among the orthodox. Besides, if the sects 
least inclined to investigation, and positively 
ignorant of the peculiarities of each others’ opin- 
ions, can notwithstanding unite for the promo- 
tion of a common interest, then those which | 
cherish a spirit of inquiry, who “ try the spirits” | 
before they approve any, and whose boast it is | 
to understand both what they condemn and 
what they approve, may be supposed most read- 
ily susceptible of union in a common cause. 
Let then the Unitarian know, that those dis- 
tinguished christians with whom he claims affin- 
ity and fellowship, in Europe, preach, and pub- 
lish, and maintain. precisely those opinions 
which distinguish the Univerealiets in America. 
The names of Priestley, Emlyn, Smith, Wright, 








cherish, and cultivate, and encourage, by every 


means and exertion, the spirit and principles of 
religious research ; and mutually aid and en- 
courage the acquisition of christian knowledge. 
By these means partialities and prejudices will 
be overcome ; contracted and illiberal princi- 
ples abandoned ; truth elicited, and the terder 
charities of the Gospel diffused over kindred 
denominations, embracing in their operation all 
who “love our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity 
and truth.”—Philad. Reformer. 





FROM THE REFORMER. * & 
Communicated from Nova Scotia. 

Although Iam a long distance from the place 
where I wrote to you last, yet I am not bevond 
the jurisdiction of priestly despotism. The de- 
lusion which leads mankind into the dark and 
intricate labyrinths of error, exerts its predomi- 
nating influence wherever the human intellect is 
unenlightened. When willthe “ day-star” arise 
in the hearts of men, and dispel that thick dark- 
ness which has been spread over the human un- 
derstanding ? 

“ Blessed is he that giveth in the name of the 
Lord,” exclaimed a well-pensioned priest, as 
his congregation were casting their hard earn- 
ings into the contribution dish, which, like the 
rapacious jaws of the shark, was ready to de- 
vour whatever came within‘ its reach. “ Bles- 


and Belsham, are numbered among the success- { sed is he that obeys the Lord,” thought I—and 
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how can this pretended teacher of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, reconcile his avaricious disposition 
with the following command of our blessed Sav- 
iour,—“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures up- 
on earth.” When we mark the difference be- 
tween the precepts and practices of these pre- 
tended ministers of Christ, we are astonished 
that mankind do not at once detect such paipa- 
ble inconsistency, and, like Sampson, break the 
cords with which they are bound. The whole 
tenor of theNew Testament inculcates meekness 
and a renunciation of the splendors and honors 
of this world : but how does this comport with 
that avaricious and worldly spirit which actu- 
ates the priests of modern times ? Wealth is 
their idol—and upon its unhallowed altar they 
sacrifice not only their own integrity, but also 
the present and eternal interests of mankind.— 
Oh, hood-winked ignorance ! how long will 
you continue to darken the onderstandings of 
men, and prevent them from exercising the rea- 
son which their Maker has given them ?— 
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frightened into an utter disbelief of any such 
being ; because they think it is much heuter, 
nay more reasonable, that there should be no 
Deity, than one whom they see more reasen to 
hate, and abominate, than to love, honor and 
reverence. Thus inconsiderate men, shocked 
at the deformity of superstition, rup into the 
other extreme.—Plutarchs 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIS7. 
PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


To the enlightened believer in the soul saving 


‘gospel of Christ, no intelligence can be more in- 


teresting and welcome, than that which gives 
the assurance of the spread and influence of re- 
ligious truth. His *‘ soul is sick” at the reports 
of missionary labors, which, though generally 
entirely futile, are little less than useless, even 
when most successful. Such labors and efforts 
he esteems the ill judged, but well meant fruits 
of mistaken zeal ; while the correction of that 
zeal, the gift of a sober temperament to the pas- 





** Shadow without substance,” is the general 
characteristic of what is now termed religion.— 


A black robe—a veiled altar—and a towering 


spire, are shadows that impose upon the slum- 
bering understandings of many, 
brought to a knowledge of the impositions which 
oppress them. “ The coffers of industry” are 
opened to support oppression--oppression sup- 
ports ignorance—and ignorance engenders and 
supports the minions of ecclesiastical tyranny. 
By tracing the natural connexion of causes and 
effects, we are at no loss to discover the origin 
and support of that priestly influence, which, 
like some noxious weed, springs up to pre-oc- 
cupy the ground, and thereby prevent the 
growth of that pure morality and righteousness 
which are the everlasting basis of human hap- 


B piness. 


PEREGRINUS. 

FANATICISMLEADS TO INFIDELITY. 

The Atheists knows no Gad at all ; the sn- 
perstitions none but what is monstrous and ter- 
rible; mistaking for cheatful,what is more kind 
and benefidient; for tyrannical, what is truly 
paternal; for mischievously inclined, what is 
full of providential care: for a being brutally 
savage and fierce, what is mere goodness itself. 
Shall then the atheist be accouted impious, and 
not the superstitious person more so. For my- 
self, I had rather men should say there is no 
goch person as Plutarch, than that he is a man 
inconsistent, fickle, prone to anger, ready to a- 
venge himself upon the slightest occasions, and 
ful! of indignation for mere trifles ; and yet this 
is no more than the superstitious think of the 
Deity; whom of consequence they must as well 
hate as fear. They worship, indeed, and a- 
dore him; and so do men those very tyrants 
they would be glad of an opportunity to destroy. 
The atheist contributes, not in the least to su- 
perstition; but superstition, having given out so 
hideous an idea of the Deity, some have been 





May they be 


sions, and the enlightening and directing of the 
mind of the christian community, he considers 
as objects of the highest importance to the hu- 
man race. The moral and intellectual porifica- 
tion, and the rational direction of the christian 
mind, he considers indispensably necessary to 
the successful and useful establishment and pro- 
motion of christianity among the heathen. 

The time has fully come when this desidera- 
tum is about to be attained. The spirit of the 
| dark ages has been gradually superseded—light 
| has diffused its cheering comforts. over the re- 
‘gions of mental darkness, and truth is resuming 
‘its empire over error and misconception. The 

tardy and troubled movements of the spirit o! 
| investigation, which marked the progress of the 
early reformers, are now assuming a regular and 
| uniform tendency and direction. Obstructions 
'have been removed, and the general impulse 
| greatly accelerates the work of universal reform- 
ation. No one man has perhaps added more to 
the stock of liberal principles, and free inquiry, 
than Dr. Priestley. Not that it is believed, that 
even his capacious and enlightened mind emv 
braced every particular worthy of research ; 
but the integrity of his heart prompted the man- 
ly, open, and candid expression of his princi- 
ples, and the powers of his understanding were 
faithfully exercised, in giving a reason of his 
hope. His writings have aided the inquiring 
mind in the investigation of truth ; and have 
been extensively useful in the promotion of those . 
general and great doctrines of primitive chris- 
tianity, which ia their progress will effectually 
triumph over every vestige of apustacy and cor- 
ruption in the Christian Church. 

Though not the first, and probably not the 
greatest of the modern English reformers, yet 
from his time liberal christianity has made an 
unparalleled progress in England and America. 
Dr. Buchanan, in amount, acknowledges that 
the Presbyterians and Independents of England 








are Unitarians. No American need be inform- 
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ed, that the same denominations in New-Eng- | 
land have very generally followed their exam-! 
ple But whoever shall compare the works of | 
these European and American liberals, will at | 
once perceive, that the doctrine of the final res- 
toration of all men to purity and happiness is 
an important particular in the sentiments of the 
former, while it will be seen, that the latter 
Maintain an incorrigible and fastidious silence 
on that subject. This particular alone distin- 
guishes the doctrinal and professional character 
of Unitaridns from Universalists. The first 
propagators of Universalism in America were 
indeed Trinitarians or Sabellians, and their pro- 
gress, though considerable, was sensibly retard- 
ced by their general maintainance of the peculiar 
doctrines denominated orthodox. An almost 
total retorm has taken place on this subject ; and 
the consequence has been the unparalleled pros- 
perity of the sentiment, and the most astonishing 
wcrease of believers in the doctrine of univer- 
sal salvation. Other doctrines have waxed and 
waned—have spread with rapidity, lived for a 
moment, or the strength of excited passions, and 
have too often left their subjects in a state of 
the most inflexible apathy, or a prey to the most 
blasphemous disrespect for all forms of piety, 
and all religion. But Universalism is a religion 
of intellect ; and its course has been undevia- 
ting. The mind once imbued with its light— 
which has confided in the promises of God—en- 
joyed an earnest of their accomplishment, and 
‘been blessed with the spirit of reconciliation, 
presses “ toward the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Such a 
mind cannot turn back to the “ weak and beg- 
garly elements”—it knows what it believes, and 
why it believes, and hence no known instance 
has occurred of a well-instructed ‘believer in the 
final purity of all men, turning to the profession 
of a partial salvation. We do indeed occasion- 
ally hear, that a Universalist has renounced his 
principles and his professien—the solemn ad- 
monitiors of a “ voice from the grave” are call- 
ed in requisition to give eflect to such represent- 
ations. But, on investigation, such reports are 
found to be either destitute of truth, or the re- 
sult of ignorance, policy, or misconceptions  * 
Investigation is the foster-mother of this pre- 
cious dectrine, which holds its empire in the 
mind that receives the “ truth in the love of it;” 
and although its progress was in the commence- 
ment slow, and the number of its professors few, 
yeta single generation has witnessed the renewed 
accomplishment of the testimony that “ believ- 
ers were multiplie¢d—greatly, and a great com- 
pany of the priests were obedient unto the faith.,, 
The first public preacher of the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation in America, was a convert from 
the Methodists. The names of Channcy, and 
Huntington, whose works are intimately con- 
nected with Universalism, are also enrolled a- 
mong the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 
The Baptists have given usa Winchester, with a 





host of others, who yetlive to testify the “ grace 


of God that bringeth salvation to all men.” Thus 
where, fifty-five years since, but a solitary in- 
dividual, like Paul at Athens, announced the 
inalienable paternity of God, hundreds are now 
preaching peace and reconciliation to both Jew 
and Greek. Where only a few despised individ- 
uals dared to avow the honest and undisguised 
sentiments of their hearts, thousands how, withous 
reproach, make their vows, and dedicate their 
offerings to the Living God.—And where di- 
vine worship was tendered to. the “ God and 
Father of the spirits of all flesh,” in the humble 
mansion of sume kindred believer, or the tower- 
ing and shady grove, temples have been erected 
and consecrated to the “God of the whole 
earth.” 
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THE INQUISITION IN LIMA. 

_ In Stevenson’s “Narrative of a Twenty 
Year’s Residence in South America,” very re- 
cently published in London, is the curious ac- 
count of the Inquisition in Lima, at the time is 
was abolished by the Spanish Cortes. Who, 
that reads it, can wonder at the condition to 
whicl: South America was reduced, or at the 
zeal for liberty and right, which has burst forth 
with so much power and effect throughout the 
whole continent ? 

* The act of the Cortes of Spain, which abol- 
ished the Inquisition, and which, during its dis- 
cussion produced many excellent, though over- 
heated speeches, was published in Lima just af- 
ter the above occurence. The Senora Dona 
Gregoria, lady of Col. Gainsa, informed me that 


she had some fiiends and obtained permission 


of the Viceroy Adascal to visit the ex-tribunal ; 
and she invited me to accompany them on the 
following day after dinner. YF attended, and we 
went to visit the monster, as they now dared to 
callit. The doors of the hall being opened, 
many entered who were not invited, and seeing 
nothing in a posture of defence, the first victims 
to our fury were the table and chairs; these 
were soon deimolished ; after which some per- 
son laid hold of the velvet curtains of the cano- 
py, and dragging them so forcibly, that canopy 
and crucifix came down with a horrid crash-— 
The crocifix was rescued from the ruins of in- 
quisitorial state, and its head discovered to be 
moveable. <A ladder was found to be secreted 
behind the canopy, and thus the whole mystery 
of this miraculous image became explainable 
and explained ; a man was concealed on the 
ladder, by the curtain of the canopy, and by in- 
troducing his hand through a hole, he moved 
the head, so as to make it nod consent,or shake 
dissent. In how many instances may appeals 
to this imposture have caused an innocent man 
to own himself guilty of crimes he never dreamt 
of! Overawed by fear, and condemned, as was 
believed, by a miracle,.falsehood would supply 
the place of truth, and innocence, if timid, 
confess itself. 

Leaving this room, we forced our way into 
another, whese we saw all the implements of 
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torture, by which a human being might be ex- 
tended on a table and have every joint in his 
body dislocated by turning wheels which would 
Stretch in opposite directions. Every one shad- 
dered, and involuntarily luoked towards the 
door,as if apprehensive that it would close upon 
him. At first curses were muttered, but they 
soon charged into loud imprecations against 
the inventors and practicers of sach torments ; 
and blessings were showered down on the Cor- 
tes for having’abolished this tribunal of arch 
tyranny. 

On viewing these implements of torture, who 
could find an excuse for the monsters who could 
use them to establish the faith which was taught, 
by precept and example, by the mild, the meek, 
the holy Jesus ! May he who would not curse 
them in the bitterness of wiath, fall into their 
hands ! The rack and the pillory were soon de- 
molished ; for such was the fury of more than 
a hundred persons who had gained admittance, 
that had they been constructed of iron they 
could not have resisted the violence and deter- 
mination of their assailants. 

We proceeded from cell to cell ; some of 
them had small yards, while others were more 
solitary. The last person known to have been 
confined was a naval officer, an Andalusian, 
who was exiled in 1812, to Boca Chica. 

Having examined every corner of this my- 
sterious prison-house, we retired in the evening, 
taking with us hooks, papers, scourcos, tormen- 
tors, &c. many of which were distributed at 

the door,particularly several pieces of the irre- 
ligious handkerchiefs. The following morning, 
thp urch-bishop went tothe cathedral, and de- 
Sore all those persons excommunicated, vel 
participantes, who had taken, and should re- 
tain in their possession, any thing that had be- 
longed to, or had been found in, the ex-tribunal 
of the inquisitions. In consequence of this 
declaration, many delivered up what they had 
taken ; but with me the case was different— 
I kept what I had got, in defiance of flamines 
infernorum, denounced by his grace against 
the renitentes and retinentes.” 
“THE PEACE OBSERVER.” 

The above is the title of a work, the first 
number of which is just published in this village. 
its object is to inculcate the doctrine, that “wars 
and fightings are opposed to the spirit and gen- 
ius of the gospel, and are, ina national point of 
view, impolitic and cruel. These are facts, 
which, to the mind of every enlighted christian, 
are self-evident. And we are decidedly friend- 
ly to the dissemination of ‘ peace on earth and 
goud will towards men.” But, in our opinion, 
tocry “peace, peace, when there is no peace,” 
will be of no avail; or, to drop the metaphor, 
to attempt to convince mankind of the utility 
and propriety of abolishing the practice of fight- 
ing, or to undertake to inculcate principles of 
universal peace, as long as it is believed by 


the paper. 


he 





chriatians generally that God Almighty wil] 
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wage an eternal war against his own offspring, 
will be labor in vain in the Lord: For men are 
fond of imitating their God, and if, in their opin- 
ion, he has declared war against the nations of 
the earth, his worshippers will be likely to lend 
a hand in the work of eternal extermination.— 
On the whole, therefore, we give it as our opin- 
ion, that the ‘ Peace Observer,” is a work 
which, in itself considered, is good, and worthy 
of patronage ; but for ourselves, we shall con- 
tinuerto preach peace to thenr which are afar 
off, as well as to those who are near, looking 
stecfastly forward to the time, when men shal! 
learn war no more, and when they shall univer- 
sally remember, that God is as peaceable as 
themselves. ie 

To the Patrons of the Gospel Advocate. 

The third volume of the Gospel Advocate is 
now nearly completed, and our considerate sub- 
scribers and friends will be sensible that a prompt 
remittance of all arrearages is indispensibly ne- 
cessary in order to secure its continuance, and 
save the publisher much trouble and expense. 
Receipts from Mr. H. A. Salisbury or the Edit- 
or will be considered in all cases valid, they be- 
ing authorized to collect any monies due for the 
work. Those therefore who are indebted for 
the second or third volumes can pay the same 
either to them or tothe subscriber at Fredonia 
as is most convenient. It is desired that no 
farther notice may be requisite, and thot this will 
secure the prompt payment of all sums due for 
This request, however, is not in- 
tended to apply in any of those cases where spes 
cial contracts have been made with the subscri- 
ber, inasmuch as all such contracts will be strict 


ly observed. 
SIMON BURTON, 
a 
POETRY. 





I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
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IMMORTALITY... 
Lift your loud voices ia triumph on high, 
For Jesus hath risen, and man cannot die. 


Vain were the terrors that gathered around him, 
And short the dominion of death and the grave; 
He burst from the fetters of darkness that bound him, 

Resplendent in glory, to live and to save. 


Loud was the chorus of angels on high, | 
The Saviour has risen, and man shall not die. 


Glory 1o God in full anthems of joy ; 
The being he gave us, death cannot destroy. 


Sad were the life we must part with to-morrow, 
If tears were our birth-right, and death were our 
end ; 
But Jesus has cheered the dark valley of sorrow, 
And bade us, immortal, to heaven ascend. 


Lift then your loud yoices in triumph on higb, 
For Jesus hath risen, and man shajl not die- 


